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As we look back on 2020, there can be no disputing, it’s been a tough year. Covid-19 has 

impacted on every corner of the globe and no community, irrespective of remoteness, 

remains untouched. Bwindi is the epitome of a remote community and although the 

number of diagnosed Covid-19 cases remains low, the impact of the national lockdown 

and fear of catching this invisible killer, especially when visiting a place as scary as a 

hospital, has been felt by everyone in the Bwindi Community. 

 

In Jan 2020, we were fortunate to secure valuable grants from The Lions and James Tudor 

Foundation. These helped enormously, enabling a wide range of ophthalmic equipment 

to be shipped out and for BCH to employ its first trained Ophthalmic Clinical Officer. 

 

Then Covid-19 hit, bringing with it, inevitable set-backs. However, as the year draws to a 

close, confidence is slowly returning and some unforeseen, positive consequences have 

even resulted from the pandemic.  

 

We would like to thank Dr Simon Arunga, President of the Ugandan Ophthalmologists, 

who visited BCH in mid-December; he has been inspirational. He states:” it is amazing 

what you have done and the enormous potential it carries to change the lives of people in 

the region’; he has recommended monthly visits from an ophthalmologist and 

encouraged the introduction of tele-ophthalmology (which he will personally support). 

The Eye Clinic staff (Alex and Pedson) will join the E learning initiative offered by Eye 

Health Africa to support their continuing education and training.  

 

Whilst Covid-19 has destabilized many lives in 2020 the Sight4Bwindi team remain 

committed and are working hard behind the scenes to help re-stabilize and further 

improve eye-care services for BCH. As the year draws to a close, we are quietly confident 

that 2021 bodes well. The Bwindi Eye Clinic is now firmly positioned on the map of 

Uganda and the future looks bright. 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a ‘safe’ and happy Christmas. 
 

Enormous thanks to everyone for your ongoing support! 
from Fiona, Kirsty, Rosemary and Debbie 


